
Our Health STILL Counts 
OPEN LETTER TO POLITICIANS CONTESTING THE 
FEDERAL ELECTION 2025

We write to stress the importance of ongoing robust action on the stark health 
inequalities facing people with intellectual disability. This should be a high 
priority for the next federal government.

The Australian research has found that, compared with the general population, 
people with intellectual disability:

• Suffer over twice the rate of potentially avoidable deaths, with 38% of deaths 
 being potentially avoidable.

• Have around four times the rate of potentially avoidable hospitalisations.

• Die 27 years earlier.

Intellectual disability is not a medical condition.

These shocking health inequalities reflect factors including inadequate training 
of health professionals in the needs of people with intellectual disability and 
lack of incentives to provide the time and continuity of care that people with 
intellectual disability need in healthcare settings.

We applaud first steps taken by the most recent Coalition and Labor 
Governments to address this situation including the development and initial 
implementation of the ten-year National Roadmap for Improving the Health of 
People with Intellectual Disability and the establishment of the National Centre 
of Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health.

However, these are only first steps. 

Government must not be tempted to think it has taken some significant steps 
and now can reduce the momentum of reform. A reduction in momentum 
would result in yet more suffering for people with intellectual disability and a 
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wasted opportunity to maximise the efficiency and effectiveness of the health 
system.

It is vital that the National Roadmap is fully and effectively implemented, 
and that action is further informed by the Final Report of the Disability Royal 
Commission. Key focuses include ensuring that health professionals have the 
training and time to provide quality care to people with intellectual disability.

We look to the political parties and candidates to make renewed and robust 
commitments to action. People with intellectual disability deserve the same 
opportunity to lead long and healthy lives as a large proportion of the 
population takes for granted. 

As campaigners with intellectual disability have said many times, “Our health 
counts. Can we count on you?”
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Inclusion Australia

Signatories

Fiona Stanley AC 
Australian of the Year 2003 
Founding Director, The Kids Research Institute Australia 
Professor, School of Paediatrics and Child Health, UWA

Jane Halton AO PSM 
Former Secretary, Australian Government Departments of Health and Finance

Robyn Kruk AO 
Former Director-General of NSW Departments of Health and Premier and 
Cabinet, former CEO, National Mental Health Commission

Dr Michael Wright 
President, Royal Australian College of General Practitioners

Dr Elizabeth Moore 
President, Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists
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Dr Ashfaque Quadir 
Co-Chair, Academy of Child and Adolescent Health

Professor Allan Fels AO 
Former Chair, National Mental Health Commission

Judy Brewer AO 
Former Chair Autism Collaborative Research Centre 
Patron, Autism Spectrum Australia. 

Professor Bruce Bonyhady AM 
Director of the Melbourne Disability Institute 
Former Co-Chair of the NDIS Review.

Graeme Innes AM 
Former Disability Discrimination Commissioner

Scientia Professor Julian Trollor AM 
UNSW Medicine and Health

David Richmond AO 
Former Director-General, NSW Department of Health 
Inaugural Chair, Disability Council of NSW

Dr Jacqueline Small 
President 2022-2024, Royal Australasian College of Physicians

Dr Liz Marles 
Former President, Royal Australian College of General Practitioners

Fiona McKenzie AM 
Chair, Council for Intellectual Disability

Judy Huett 
Tasmanian Honour Role of Women 
Co-Chair, National Centre of Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health

Naomi Lake 
Down Syndrome Health Ambassador 
Member, Roadmap Implementation Governance Group, Department of Health 
and Aged Care

Gavin Burner 
Member, NDIS Independent Advisory Council 
Co-Chair, NDIS Intellectual Disability Reference Group

Donna Best 
Convenor, Hot Topics Group, Queenslanders with Disability Network 
Council member, National Centre of Excellence in Intellectual Disability Health
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Rebecca Kelly 
Parent advocate and Chair Down Syndrome Australia

Cate Campbell OAM 
Sister and Olympic gold medallist

Ian Webster AO 
Emeritus Professor of Public Health and Community Medicine, UNSW

Kim Oates AO 
Emeritus Professor Child and Adolescent Health 
Former Chief Executive, Children’s Hospital at Westmead

Emeritus Professor Eileen Baldry AO 
Former Deputy Vice-Chancellor Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, UNSW

Professor Angus Buchanan 
Curtin School of Allied Health 
President, International Association for the Study of Intellectual Disabilities

Professor Christine Bigby 
President, Australian Society on Intellectual Disability 
Director, Living with Disability Research Centre, La Trobe University

Michael Perusco 
CEO, National Disability Services

Rob White 
Chair, Alliance 20

Associate Professor Fei Sim 
President, Pharmaceutical Society of Australia

Lyn Brodie 
CEO, Speech Pathology Australia

Ken Griffin 
CEO, Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association

Gail Tomsic 
President, Professional Association of Nurses in Developmental Disability 
Australia

Dr Zanab Malik 
President, Australia and New Zealand Academy of Special Needs Dentistry

Kate Marshall  
Senior National Assistant Secretary, Health Services Union

Angus McFarland 
Branch Secretary, Australian Services Union
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Jeff Smith and El Gibbs 
CEO and Deputy CEO 
Disability Advocacy Network Australia

Sebastian Zagarella 
CEO, People with Disability Australia

Ross Joyce 
CEO, Australian Federation of Disability Organisations

Sophie Cusworth 
CEO, Women With Disabilities Australia

Catherine McAlpine 
CEO, Inclusion Australia

Darryl Steff 
CEO, Down Syndrome Australia 

Dr Cynthia Roberts 
President, Fragile X Association of Australia

John Engeler 
CEO Shelter NSW and Chair National Shelter

Jaquie Mills 
Parent advocate  
Finalist Western Australian of the Year awards 2018 
Managing Director, Microboards Australia

Catia Malaquias OAM 
Parent advocate 
Human Rights Award – Community Individual 2018 
National Disability Award for Community Excellence 2017

Kirsten Deane OAM 
Parent advocate and former Campaign Director, Every Australian Counts

Jeanette Moss AM 
Parent advocate

Kevin Stone AM 
Parent advocate 
Former CEO VALID

Elly Desmarchelier 
Disability Rights Campaigner 

Belinda Epstein-Frisch AM 
Advocate
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Angus Graham OAM 
Past Chair – Down Syndrome Australia 
Trustee – Down Syndrome International

Jonathan Hunyor 
CEO, Justice and Equity Centre

Mark Grierson CEO 
Advocacy Law Alliance

Michelle Moss  
CEO, Queenslanders with Disability Network 

Matilda Alexander 
CEO, Queensland Advocacy for Inclusion

Mary Butterworth 
CEO, Developmental Disability WA

Mark Mason 
CEO, Speak Out Tasmania

Felicity Crowther 
Executive Director, South Australian Council on Intellectual Disability

Jodi Wolthers 
CEO, Parent to Parent Queensland

Fionn Skiotis 
CEO, VALID

Shannon Kolak 
CEO, ACT Down Syndrome and Intellectual Disability 

Liz Collier 
General Manager 
Inclusion Northern Territory

Heath Dickens 
CEO, Council for Intellectual Disability

Craig Wallace 
Head of Policy 
Advocacy for Inclusion - Incorporating People with Disabilities ACT

Kat Reed 
CEO, Women with Disabilities ACT

Joanne Yates 
CEO, Intellectual Disability Rights Service
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Carolyn Quinn 
President, Down Syndrome NSW

Robert Tickner AO  
Former Australian Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs  
Chair of the Justice Reform Initiative

Janene Cootes AM 
Former CEO, Intellectual Disability Rights Service

Jim Simpson AO 
Senior Advocate, Council for Intellectual Disability

Mary Burgess 
Former Queensland Public Advocate

Frank Lambrick 
Former Senior Practitioner, Victoria

Roger West AM  
Former President, Guardianship Tribunal NSW  
Former Community Services Commissioner NSW

Dan Howard 
Former President, NSW Mental Health Review Tribunal.

David Swain 
CEO, Endeavour Foundation

Leanne Pearman  
CEO, Australian Inclusion Group 

Kerry Stubbs, Chair

Jo-Anne Hewitt  
CEO, Achieve Australia

Martin Laverty 
CEO, Aruma

Hayley Dean 
CEO, Melba Support Services

Sharleen Chilvers 
A/CEO, Nulsen Disability Services

Liz Forsyth 
CEO Northcott

Tarryn Bracken 
A/CEO, The Disability Trust
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Julia Squire 
CEO, Ability Options

Claire Robbs 
CEO, Life Without Barriers

Sam Paior  
CEO, The Growing Space and Make it Easy 
Parent Advocate

Rachel Green  
CEO, Sane Australia

Damon Williams 
Partner, SAL Consulting

Jen Cush 
Executive Officer 
Hunter Circles

Tracey Wallace 
Strategy Leader, Purple Orange

Cara Varian 
CEO 
NSW Council of Social Service

Malcolm Hopwood  
Ramsay Health Care Professor of Psychiatry, University of Melbourne 
Former President, RANZCP

Emeritus Professor Leslie White AM 
Former NSW Chief Paediatrician

Dr Cathy Franklin 
Director, Queensland Centre of Excellence in Autism and Intellectual Disability 
Health

Maria Tomasic  
Former President RANZCP  
RANZCP Medal of Honour 2021

Kerry Goulston AO  
Emeritus Professor of Medicine 
University of Sydney

Dr Manya Angley 
Consultant pharmacist 
President, SA/NT Branch, Pharmaceutical Society of Australia
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Dr Helen Beange AM 
Founder, Developmental Disability Health Unit NSW

Dr John Crimmins 
Chair of RACGP Specific Interests Group Disability

Dr Bob Davis  
Former Director, Centre for Developmental Disability Health Victoria 
Minister for Health General Practitioner Award 2014

Dr Jessica Smith 
Co-founder Adelaide Disability Medical Services

Professor Rhonda Faragher AO 
Director, Down Syndrome Research Program 
University of Queensland

Emeritus Professor John Taplin 
Former Pro Vice-Chancellor (International) and Former Head, School of 
Psychology, University of Adelaide

Emeritus Professor Terry Carney AO 
Past President, International Academy of Law and Mental Health

Karen Nankervis 
Professor of Behaviour Supports, University of Queensland

Professor Jenny Downs 
Program Head, Development and Disability, The Kids Research Institute 
Australia

Professor Richard Bruggemann  
College of Nursing and Health Sciences, Flinders University 
Former CEO, Intellectual Disability Services Council, SA 
Senior South Australian of the Year 2021

Emeritus Professor Michael McDaniel AO 
Special Advisor to the Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Technology Sydney 

Professor Patrick Keyzer 
Thomas More Law School 
Australian Catholic University

Linda Steele  
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Technology Sydney

Associate Professor Dinesh Joseph Wadiwel 
Socio-Legal Studies and Human Rights 
The University of Sydney
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Baden Offord AO 
Emeritus Professor of Cultural Studies and Human Rights 
Curtin University

Eric Emerson  
Emeritus Professor of Disability and Health Research, Lancaster University 
Honorary Professor, University of Sydney and Flinders University

Rob Moodie 
Professor of Public Health, University of Melbourne

Emerita Professor Gwynnyth Llewellyn 
University of Sydney Faculty of Medicine and Health

Chris Cunneen 
Professor of Criminology 
Jumbunna Institute for Indigenous Education and Research 
University of Technology Sydney

Trevor Parmenter AM 
Professor Emeritus  
Sydney Medical School

Professor Emeritus Susan Hayes AO 
Sydney School of Medicine 

Sally Robinson 
Professor of Disability and Community Inclusion, Flinders University

Associate Professor Piers Gooding 
La Trobe University Law School 
Honorary Fellow, Melbourne Disability Institute

Emeritus Professor Phil Foreman AM 
Former Dean of Education 
The University of Newcastle 

Professor Bronwyn Hemsley 
Head of Speech Pathology, UTS

Professor Karen Fisher 
Social Policy Research Centre, UNSW

Dr Rachel Skoss 
Senior Research Fellow, The Kids Research Institute Australia

Michelle Bellon 
Associate Professor, Disability & Community Inclusion, Flinders University 
Vice President, Developmental Educators Australia Inc
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